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19th Sunday after Pentecost                                                        October 4, 2026      
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ 

mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of 

Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine 

and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

PRELUDE    There in God’s Garden   FARLEE 

            

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy 
and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew 
us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

HYMN    #835      All Creatures Worship God Most High**     LAAST ENS ENFREUEN  

                                    [Attributed to St. Francis] 

                   

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all! And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. Beloved God, from you come all things 
that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that 
are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 5: 1-7  
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song 
Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought 
forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 

 1 I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it he built a watchtower in the midst of 
it he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it 
to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it 
shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it 
a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it.  
    7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a 
cry! 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 80: 7-15 (sing responsively) 

 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

 9 You cleared the | ground for it; 

  it took root and | filled the land. 

 10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  

 11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

  and its branches | to the river. 

 12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

 13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

 14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

  look | down from heaven; 

 15 behold and | tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right | hand has planted.  

 

SECOND READING:   Philippians 3: 4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right 
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 
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resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on 
to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.   

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

HOLY GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
  

GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 33-46  
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, 
bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they 
treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
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  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 

    The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ.  
  

SERMON     Pastor Melanie Haack  
       

HYMN     LBW 94 (Pg 12)    My Song Is Love Unknown   (stanzas 1, 3, 6)    RHOSYMEDRE 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                   

With voices united, let us confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  
  

THE PRAYERS  

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 
the world. 

A brief silence. 

 
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON   
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

  

OFFERING  (8:15)    Gavotte      BOYCE 

  (10:45) Brass For the Beauty of the Earth GROTENHUIS 

  

OFFERTORY    #481    Come to the Table of Mercy    COME TO THE TABLE 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 

abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 

neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

   

It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 



  9 

SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOL Y]       

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
  

LORD'S PRAYER       

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ invites you to this table.  

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]    

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen  
  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy 
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy 
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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BLESSING  

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN  #550    On What Has Now Been Sown    DARWALL’S 148th  
                             

DISMISSAL  

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE       Let the Whole Creation Cry       DORAN 
  
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. "Come to the Table," words by Claire Cloninger, music by Martin J. Nystrom, words and 
music (c) 1991 Integrity's Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music; admin. Word Music. Used by permission, CCLI License 
# 2992158. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
renewer of the church, died 1226 

[the 800TH ANNIVERSARY!] 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, 
Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor 
people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor 
(called Franciscans), who took on poverty 
and the task of preaching "using words if 
necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude 
for all of God's creation. 
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My Song Is Love Unknown 

(stanzas 1, 3 ,6 only) 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church. 

During our services of Holy Communion, 

we follow Jesus' teachings that all people 

are welcome to his table. This meal of faith, 

hope, and love is meant for all people for 

the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come 

forward and receive the bread, or wheat-

free and gluten-free wafer, along with a 

small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish 

to receive a blessing instead of 

communion, simply cross your arms over 

your chest as a sign of your preference 
 

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the 

“Footprints” and list if you are communing 

or have a prayer request.  You may write 

your prayer request(s) on the back. Please 

check YES for the name to be included in 

the bulletin or NO if you want the name to 

be known only to the prayer teams. We 

strive for confidentiality, so be sure you 

have the person’s permission, or use only 

the first name. There are activity bags for 

our young worshippers. Please ask an usher 

for assistance.  
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given 

to the glory of God by Marilynn Dunn in 

loving memory of John. 
  

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up on 

a table outside the Narthex! The Social 

Ministry Committee encourages everyone to 

write a note to an At-Home member, to a 

member having a birthday, or just to 

someone you haven’t seen in a while! 

Addresses for At-Home members and a list 

of monthly birthdays is available on the 

table. If you put the card in the basket 

available, the mailing will be handled by the 

office! 
  

PASTORAL CARE While Pastor Tucker is on 

sabbatical, pastoral care is being taken care 

of by Pastor Chris Dittmar and Pastor Art 

Wilde. If you need to get in touch with a 

pastor, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 

the office, and Sarah can get you in contact 

with the pastor on call. 
  

DON’T FORGET THE COMMUNITY DINNER 
TODAY!! 

Here we are at the beginning of fall! The 

weather is turning cooler, and our 

Community Dinners continue to offer a hot 

meal! Come to help with prep, cleanup, OR 

JUST COME FOR FELLOWSHIP AND LUNCH! 

We are back to serving from 11:30-1:00 p.m. 

Hope to see you there. Thanks! 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL 

DISASTERS across the United States have 

left many without power and/or without 

homes. With your support our church 

stands ready to walk with our neighbors as 

they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran 

Disaster Response ensure that survivors 

don't have to face the road to recovery 

alone.  Through these disasters and others 

across the United States and around the 

world, Lutheran Disaster Response 

accompanies communities for as long as 

the recovery process takes. Together we 

follow Christ’s call to share hope and 

healing with our neighbors in need. There 

are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes 

in the narthex or you may mark your gift 

Lutheran Disaster Response.  

  

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway, 

across from the church office. There is a 

full year of Sundays that need flowers to 

brighten not only the altar, but also either 

your home or the home of a shut-in. 

Please consider this ministry as a way to 

share God’s love for His people.  

  

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building 

Manager is available. Duties include 

opening and closing the church building, 

and the keep up and maintenance of the 

building. If interested, please contact 

Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox. 

  

 

 

 

MILITARY MINISTRY  Social Ministry is trying 

to keep the Military Ministry active and 

going. Beverly Horn had given it up due to 

her illness. She is starting to feel better 

and is contemplating trying to pick it up 

again, but would appreciate help as she 

would not be able to take it on by herself. 

This would involve contacting families of 

our military and getting updated photos 

and addresses. Please pray about trying to 

help with this project and contact Beverly 

Horn 567 305 0378 if you are willing to 

assist with this very valuable ministry. 

Thank you.  

  

SACRED DAILY During Pastor Tucker's 

sabbatical there will not be a pastor to 

lead Sacred Daily.  The chapel will still be 

available Mondays through Thursdays at 

or about 11:30 a.m. for private or group 

praying of Noon Prayer.  The order of 

service and Bibles are in the chapel pews.  

  
SAVE THE DATE! 

Trunk or Treat will take place on October 

18th, 4 – 5:30pm. More info to follow! 

 
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

First Lutheran will host a blood drive in the 

fellowship hall on October 7th, Noon-5pm. 

To schedule an appointment, you can call  

1-800-Red Cross or visit 

RedCrossBlood.org and use the sponsor 

code: 1STLUTHFINDLAY  

 

  

 

    firs 

Lutheran 

Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45 
  
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
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