15t Sunday after Pentecost September 6, 2026

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in situations
having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and
Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Holy God, We Praise Your Name «oLanDEr

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy
and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew
us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

HYMN #523 Let Us Go Now to the Banquet  vaMosTODOS AL BANQUETE

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all! And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain

% #g T — v K—T & : [ Y T ]
I & 1) 1 L 1) 1 1 1 Il N |
| 6 o & 11
11 ) 1 e @
J ! ‘&
Now the feast and «cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
4 , .
Ll 1 i 1 I 1 N 1
| N | & el 4
- { ‘P } !I' } L AI 11 I/\ | | I/\ 1 1) ]
) P o - } :
sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;
Nt
Ll 3 T | | - i | T I i |
| | 1 1 1 Il I | i |
0 [ | 1 1 { Il I |
1 L) 1 . . 0 0
=, ' 7 — C—
praiseand glo-ry for - ev - er -  more!
Nt . ;
Ll I I | | | 4 I T ]
ﬁ! # g f S IS | | 1 1 | I 1 1 |
EE 13 |
\Z 1 é 1 é' 1] .
J 1 .
“ | Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
4 Refrain
o T | I —ry— T4 N T n Po— 1
A | l. I } { 1 Il Il { L =
5 » . D i_- _i* - 1
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
H
! **g“: — —r T+ e ——"—— N C— =
(@ S2LE S =R
- 2 Pow - er and rich-es, wis-dom and might, all hon - or and
4 Refrain
#ﬁ_{ T 1 L 1 : | N 1 N n I | I . 1 1
| 1 1 13 13 | ] 1 1 L 1
& ¢ i e _ e ¢ ® e _ e _ie |
glo-ty to Christ for - ev - ern
# :
| A ITeAr] | ENE) | NG | | T T T | N - 1 1 ]
| o | | 1 T A T 1V 1 1
11 17 1
9 —l-d—d—l—i_,. Ca -
3 For God has come to dwell with us, to make us peo-ple of
Nut Refrain
) A . IThl
7
J

God; to make all things new.



PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your
church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail;
remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33: 7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the
people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance
will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. ®If | say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your hand. ’But
if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

'”Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we
live?” ' Say to them: As | live, says the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119: 33-40
*3Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,

and | shall keep it to the end.

¥ Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
| shall keep it with all my heart.

*>Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

**Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

’Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

8 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

*Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgments are good.



“0Behold, | long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13: 8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the
person as we "put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

® Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” '’ Love does no wrong
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

'"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '* the night
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; " let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '“ Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18: 15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about
restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that
one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. "*Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven. '’ Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. “° For where two or three are
gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF
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APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

..Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

BRASS ENSEMBLE: Nearer My God to Thee normaN



OFFERTORY  #481

Come to the Table of Mercy COME TO THE TABLE
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and

praise.

It is indeed right

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOL Y]
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of love draw vyou into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen

SENDING HYMN #836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  obeTojov

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE | Have Decided to Follow Jesus BALDRIDGE

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Portions of the liturgy from “Now the Feast and Celebration,” by Marty Haugen. © 1990,
GIA Publications, Inc., used by permission, OneLicense #A-735611. "Bind Us Together," by Bob Gillman, (c) 1977 Thank
You Music, admin. Integrity's Hosanna! Music, used by permission, CCLI License # 2992158.
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175
utheran

Summer Sunday Worship 9:30
Come to the Table of Mercy

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God by Suzanne Kirk, in
honor of her mom, Carolyn Bryant, for her
birthday on September 9*.

OFFICE CLOSED

Just a reminder that the office will be
closed tomorrow (9/7) for Labor Day. Have
a wonderful holiday!

DINNERS FOR 8

Take a look at the bulletin board to sign
up for Dinners for 8 starting in September.
This will be a way for our congregation to
grow in community and get to know each
other better!

RETURN TO TWO SERVICES

Don't forget, NEXT WEEK September 13th
marks return to our two service schedule,
at 8:15am and 10:45am.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School will kick off on September
13 at 9:30am. Adult Bible Study class will
be upstairs, and 4" — 5" grade will meet in
the fellowship hall to deliver canned
goods to local little pantry locations.

DONATIONS APPRECIATED!

The youth will be collecting canned
goods/toiletries/nonperishable items to
donate to little food pantry locations until
Sunday, September 13™. There will be a
box in the narthex to drop off donations.
Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!
Trunk or Treat will take place on October
18", 4 - 5:30pm. More info to follow!

THANK YOU!

FLC wishes to thank the members of the
Garden Committee: Diane Adler, Carolyn
Bryant, Kurt and Jane Ebersole, and
members of the Property Committee: Eric
Huttenlocher, Rich Orr, Daryl Rotman and
Jim Schoerger for their time and energy in
working with the crew of 14 students from
University of Findlay recently to raise all
the stepping stones in Labyrinth Prayer
Walk and clear weeds from the Good
News Garden, the Eileen Mains Rose
Garden and in and around the FLC
playground. They all did an awesome job
that day.

THE APOSTLE BUILD will be September 23rd
for house #71. Social Ministry will partner
with St. John's Lutheran church to help
finish trim at that house at 1664 Bishop
Lane, Findlay. We will need 4 volunteers
for each shift and helpers for Hospitality
that day. Check the bulletin board for sign
up sheets and Volunteer Waivers!

HELP IS NEEDED on Tuesday afternoons
between 4:15 & 5:15 to pick up the
donation from Riehm Farms. During the
summer, the drop off is weekly instead of
biweekly, and volunteers are needed!
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin
board. Remember, the box can be used by
the volunteer or donated. Thank you!! Any
questions, contact Carolyn Bryant, 567-
232-0160.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway,
across from the church office. There is a
full year of Sundays that need flowers to
brighten not only the altar, but also either
your home or the home of a shut-in.
Please consider this ministry as a way to
share God'’s love for His people.

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox.

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up
on a table outside the Narthex! The Social
Ministry Committee encourages everyone
to write a note to an At-Home member, to
a member having a birthday, or just to
someone you haven't seen in a while!
Addresses for At-Home members and a
list of monthly birthdays is available on the
table. If you put the card in the basket
available, the mailing will be handled by
the office!
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