18" Sunday after Pentecost September 27, 2026

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading
from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul
urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by
the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Brethren We Have Met to Worship Hustap

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy

and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our

hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through -+ Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

HYMN #818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You  marvionLM

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all! And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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n H il J

DA TR R R E— Catee— . —

F AW H f 4 | _‘I_d_P_F_ | I I ] }
w — I | L —_ _‘_J\- :54 O
in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. God of love, giver of life, you know our
frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things
that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18: 1—4: 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who
think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

'The word of the Lord came to me: ?What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? 3 As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “ Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only
the person who sins who shall die.

> Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? ? When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed, they shall die. ?” Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. ? Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. 2 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

{0 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. ' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? **For | have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25: 1-9 (sing responsively)
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"To | you, O Lord,
| lift | up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
*Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.
°Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day long.
®Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- | ness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
?You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.



SPECIAL MUSIC: Senior Choir Praise the Lord with Music ALTHousE

SECOND READING: Philippians 2: 1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition
or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of you look
not to your own interests but to the interests of others. °Let the same mind be in you that was
in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, ’ but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human,
8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.
’Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, '’so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, "' and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

?Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, ' for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

22When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?” * Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. >°Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of
human origin,’” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” ?/So they
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answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what
authority | am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.’ ?° He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and
went. *°The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he
did not go. ' Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. *?For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not
change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  Pastor Art Wilde
HYMN #669 Rise Up, O Saints of God! restaLson

APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

...Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.






CHILDREN’S SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING Take Time to Be Holy ca.ianan
OFFERTORY #481 Come to the Table of Mercy comE TO THE TABLE
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.
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Preface Sundays
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SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOL Y]
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil.
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and




AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]

Q #JJ. | I i f I i ) I ) I | ) ]
G s elie )il od 0
b - 7 7) o 7 —
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
Dk ——— — —— e —
e e m—— —
5 S o X o | 2 s s
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have
n “ Il Il Il
DA . I | ) N ! | | |
g I £ J 2 s i e i — -
ANIY4 I [} (710 = ] I I | ]
J I e I ! ' |
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 4 .
¥y ! . |

|
[
I

Pt

L
and
™
A
| 1HE

I

i I
— — — “ O
”) I | -

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of love draw vyou into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen
SENDING HYMN #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth  enviapo

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Trumpet Flourish NELSON

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by permission. All rights reserved. "Come to the Table," words by
Claire Cloninger, music by Martin J. Nystrom, words and music (c) 1991 Integrity's Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music; admin. Word Music. Used
by permission, CCLI License # 2992158.

10



175
utheran

Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45

“Show me your ways, O Lord”

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God by Ben and Maranda
Morrow, in honor of their daughter,
Penelope.

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up on
a table outside the Narthex! The Social
Ministry Committee encourages everyone to
write a note to an At-Home member, to a
member having a birthday, or just to
someone you haven't seen in a while!
Addresses for At-Home members and a list
of monthly birthdays is available on the
table. If you put the card in the basket
available, the mailing will be handled by the
office!

PASTORAL CARE While both Pastor Tucker
and Pastor Chris are away (September 15-
30), Pastor Art Wilde will be on call for
pastoral care emergencies, hospitalizations,
and other situations needing a pastor. He
may be reached through the church office or
directly by phone or text at 419-371-7977 or
by email at wildearth42@gmail.com.

DON'T FORGET THE COMMUNITY DINNER!!

Here we are at the beginning of fall! The
weather is turning cooler, and our
Community Dinners continue to offer a hot
meal! Please consider signing up to donate
fruit, salad, or dessert for NEXT week's
dinner. That's right, next Sunday is October
4th and the first Sunday of the month! Come
to help with prep, cleanup, OR JUST COME
FOR FELLOWSHIP AND LUNCH! We are back
to serving from 11:30-1:00 p.m. Hope to see
you there. Thanks!

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL
DISASTERS across the United States have
left many without power and/or without
homes. With your support our church
stands ready to walk with our neighbors as
they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran
Disaster Response ensure that survivors
don't have to face the road to recovery
alone. Through these disasters and others
across the United States and around the
world, Lutheran Disaster Response
accompanies communities for as long as
the recovery process takes. Together we
follow Christ’s call to share hope and
healing with our neighbors in need. There
are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes
in the narthex or you may mark your gift
Lutheran Disaster Response.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway,
across from the church office. There is a
full year of Sundays that need flowers to
brighten not only the altar, but also either
your home or the home of a shut-in.
Please consider this ministry as a way to
share God's love for His people.

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox.

MILITARY MINISTRY Social Ministry is trying
to keep the Military Ministry active and
going. Beverly Horn had given it up due to
her illness. She is starting to feel better
and is contemplating trying to pick it up
again, but would appreciate help as she
would not be able to take it on by herself.
This would involve contacting families of
our military and getting updated photos
and addresses. Please pray about trying to
help with this project and contact Beverly
Horn 567 305 0378 if you are willing to
assist with this very valuable ministry.
Thank you.

SACRED DAILY During Pastor Tucker's
sabbatical there will not be a pastor to
lead Sacred Daily. The chapel will still be
available Mondays through Thursdays at
or about 11:30 a.m. for private or group
praying of Noon Prayer. The order of
service and Bibles are in the chapel pews.

SAVE THE DATE!
Trunk or Treat will take place on October
18", 4 — 5:30pm. More info to follow!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

First Lutheran will host a blood drive in the
fellowship hall on October 7th, Noon-5pm.
To schedule an appointment, you can call
1-800-Red Cross or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and use the sponsor
code: 1STLUTHFINDLAY
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