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17th Sunday after Pentecost                                                  September 20, 2026      
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a 

landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God 

changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, 

abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther 

wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

PRELUDE    Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   WOLD 

            

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy 
and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking 
justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew 
us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

HYMN    #583      Take My Life, That I May Be     TOMA MI VOLUNTAD  

                      

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all! And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE  

  

 

 

 



  3 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. Almighty and eternal God, you show 
perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own 
abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  

FIRST READING:  Jonah 3: 10—4:11  
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected 
to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. 
The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up 
about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and 
he did not do it. 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That 
is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful 
God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And 
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And 
the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 
down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 
waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 
for me to die than to live.” 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 
right hand from their left and also many animals?” 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 145: 1-8 (sing responsively) 

 1 I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 

 2 Every day | will I bless you 

  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 

 3 Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 

  There is no end | to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works | to another 

  and shall de- | clare your power.   

 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

  and all your | marvelous works. 

 6 They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

  and I will re- | count your greatness. 

 7 They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 

 8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.  
 

SECOND READING:   Philippians 1: 21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is 
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the 
gospel mission. 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence 
again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way 
frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of 
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

  

HOLY GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
  

GOSPEL: Matthew 20: 1-16  
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 
according to what they have earned or deserve. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for 
a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one 
of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give 
to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

    The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON     Paul Brooks, SAM  
       

HYMN     #588     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy      LORD, REVIVE US 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                   

With voices united, let us confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

  
THE PRAYERS  

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 
that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

 
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

  

OFFERING    (8:15)   There is a Fountain       HUSTAD 

(10:45) Joyful Ringers   A Time for Peace   KAREN BUCKWALTER 
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OFFERTORY    #481    Come to the Table of Mercy    COME TO THE TABLE 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 

abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 

neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 

 

It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOL Y]       
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
  

LORD'S PRAYER       

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ invites you to this table.  

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]    
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen  
  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy 
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy 
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN  #695    As Saints of Old     FOREST GREEN  
                             

DISMISSAL  

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE       Fantasia On Forest Green       SMITH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. "Come to the Table," words by Claire Cloninger, music by Martin J. Nystrom, words and 
music (c) 1991 Integrity's Hosanna Music; Juniper Landing Music; admin. Word Music. Used by permission, CCLI License 
# 2992158. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church. 

During our services of Holy Communion, 

we follow Jesus' teachings that all people 

are welcome to his table. This meal of faith, 

hope, and love is meant for all people for 

the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come 

forward and receive the bread, or wheat-

free and gluten-free wafer, along with a 

small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish 

to receive a blessing instead of 

communion, simply cross your arms over 

your chest as a sign of your preference 
 

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the 

“Footprints” and list if you are communing 

or have a prayer request.  You may write 

your prayer request(s) on the back. Please 

check YES for the name to be included in 

the bulletin or NO if you want the name to 

be known only to the prayer teams. We 

strive for confidentiality, so be sure you 

have the person’s permission, or use only 

the first name. There are activity bags for 

our young worshippers. Please ask an usher 

for assistance.  
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given 

to the glory of God by Beth Meier in honor 

of Beth and Craig’s 32nd Anniversary! 
  

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up 

on a table outside the Narthex! The Social 

Ministry Committee encourages everyone 

to write a note to an At-Home member, to 

a member having a birthday, or just to 

someone you haven’t seen in a while! 

Addresses for At-Home members and a 

list of monthly birthdays is available on the 

table. If you put the card in the basket 

available, the mailing will be handled by 

the office! 
  

PASTORAL CARE While both Pastor Tucker 

and Pastor Chris are away (September 15-

30), Pastor Art Wilde will be on call for 

pastoral care emergencies, 

hospitalizations, and other situations 

needing a pastor.  He may be 

reached through the church office or 

directly by phone or text at 419-371-

7977 or by email 

at wildearth42@gmail.com.  
  

THE APOSTLE BUILD will be September 23rd 

for house #71. Social Ministry will partner 

with St. John’s Lutheran church to help 

finish trim at that house at 1664 Bishop 

Lane, Findlay. We will need 4 volunteers 

for each shift and helpers for Hospitality 

that day. We are still in need of 3 more 

volunteers for the morning shift 8-12. 

Lunch will be provided by Thrivent 

Financial and both shifts and the Habitat 

crew are invited to stay for lunch. 

 SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL 

DISASTERS across the United States have 

left many without power and/or without 

homes. With your support our church 

stands ready to walk with our neighbors as 

they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran 

Disaster Response ensure that survivors 

don't have to face the road to recovery 

alone.  Through these disasters and others 

across the United States and around the 

world, Lutheran Disaster Response 

accompanies communities for as long as 

the recovery process takes. Together we 

follow Christ’s call to share hope and 

healing with our neighbors in need. There 

are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes 

in the narthex or you may mark your gift 

Lutheran Disaster Response.  

  

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway, 

across from the church office. There is a 

full year of Sundays that need flowers to 

brighten not only the altar, but also either 

your home or the home of a shut-in. 

Please consider this ministry as a way to 

share God’s love for His people.  

  

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building 

Manager is available. Duties include 

opening and closing the church building, 

and the keep up and maintenance of the 

building. If interested, please contact 

Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox. 

  

 

 

 

MILITARY MINISTRY  Social Ministry is trying 

to keep the Military Ministry active and 

going. Beverly Horn had given it up due to 

her illness. She is starting to feel better 

and is contemplating trying to pick it up 

again, but would appreciate help as she 

would not be able to take it on by herself. 

This would involve contacting families of 

our military and getting updated photos 

and addresses. Please pray about trying to 

help with this project and contact Beverly 

Horn 567 305 0378 if you are willing to 

assist with this very valuable ministry. 

Thank you.  

  

SACRED DAILY During Pastor Tucker's 

sabbatical there will not be a pastor to 

lead Sacred Daily.  The chapel will still be 

available Mondays through Thursdays at 

or about 11:30 a.m. for private or group 

praying of Noon Prayer.  The order of 

service and Bibles are in the chapel pews.  

  
SAVE THE DATE! 

Trunk or Treat will take place on October 

18th, 4 – 5:30pm. More info to follow! 
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