9th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 AM July 26, 2026

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus
offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that
penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s
reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Amazing Grace vanpaLL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

HYMN  #531 The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing  THe FEAST IS READY

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all! And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. Beloved and sovereign God, through the
death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and
mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3: 5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked
for: wisdom to govern the people well.

° At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what |
should give you.” ° And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ' And now, O Lord my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; |
do not know how to go out or come in. ® And your servant is in the midst of the people
whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be nhumbered or

counted. ’ Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

"“It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "' God said to him, “Because you have
asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, '“I now do according to
your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before
you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119: 129-136
29¥our decrees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with all my heart.
30When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
'*1] open my mouth and pant
because | long for your commandments.
*2Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
34 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and | will keep your commandments.
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'35 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
36 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Great Is Thy Faithfulness LARSON

Crystal Clark, vocal solo; Jay Clark, accompaniment

SECOND READING: Romans 8: 26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the
Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

®The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. ?’ And God, who searches
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

““We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. ** And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

*'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? ** He
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him
also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also
at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. *Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or
sword? * As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
*’No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. **For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, *° nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “"the kingdom of heaven is
near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s
lives.

*'[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*? it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.”

**He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

““Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; * on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; “ when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. *’So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous °°and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

°" “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” ** And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON  Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF
HYMN  #793 Be Thou My Vision siane

APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

..God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING He Giveth More Grace LN
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and

praise.



It is indeed right................. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN #547 Sent Forth by God'’s Blessing  tHE AsHGROVE

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Christ Arose VANDALL

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Portions of the liturgy from “Now the Feast and Celebration,” by Marty Haugen. © 1990,
GIA Publications, Inc., used by permission, OneLicense #A-735611.
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175
utheran

Summer Sunday Worship 9:30
I Need Thee Every Hour

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God in honor of the
volunteers.

THANK YOU to the Clark family for their
leadership and participation in worship
today. Elyse Clark is accompanying
worship and Crystal and Jay will be
performing special music.

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up
on a table outside the Narthex! The Social
Ministry Committee encourages everyone
to write a note to an At-Home member, to
a member having a birthday, or just to
someone you haven't seen in a while!
Addresses for At-Home members and a
list of monthly birthdays is available on the
table. If you put the card in the basket
available, the mailing will be handled by
the office!

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox.

DINNERS FOR 8

Take a look at the bulletin board to sign
up for Dinners for 8 starting in September.
This will be a way for our congregation to
grow in community and get to know each
other better!

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL
DISASTERS across the United States have
left many without power and/or without
homes. With your support our church
stands ready to walk with our neighbors as
they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran
Disaster Response ensure that survivors
don't have to face the road to recovery
alone. Through these disasters and others
across the United States and around the
world, Lutheran Disaster Response
accompanies communities for as long as
the recovery process takes. Together we
follow Christ’s call to share hope and
healing with our neighbors in need. There
are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes
in the narthex or you may mark your gift
Lutheran Disaster Response.

CHURCH IN THE PARK

Church in the park will take place at the
Riverside Band Shell on August 9th at
10:30am and be sponsored by First
Lutheran, St. John's, Trinity Lutheran, and
Trinity Arcadia. First Lutheran will be
responsible for meat and main dishes for
the potluck after. You can find the signup
sheet on the bulletin board!

POOL PARTY!

On August 16th, from 4-6 PM, there will
be a pool party at the McComb Pool,
followed by fellowship and snacks
immediately following the swimming 6-7
PM. This event is open to all members,
friends and family, not just youth! Bring a
snack to share.

HELP IS NEEDED on Tuesday afternoons
between 4:15 & 5:15 to pick up the
donation from Riehm Farms. During the
summer, the drop off is weekly instead of
biweekly, and volunteers are needed!
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin
board. Remember, the box can be used by
the volunteer or donated. Thank you!! Any
questions, contact Carolyn Bryant, 567-
232-0160.

THE APOSTLE BUILD will be September 23rd
for house #71. Social Ministry will partner
with St. John's Lutheran church to help
finish trim at that house at 1664 Bishop
Lane, Findlay. We will need 4 volunteers
for each shift and helpers for Hospitality
that day. Watch for more details as time
gets closer.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the
hallway, across from the church office.
There is a full year of Sundays that need
flowers to brighten not only the altar, but
also either your home or the home of a
shut-in. Please consider this ministry as a
way to share God's love for His people.

STUFF THE BUS will be July 23rd—24th.
Watch for the Big Blue Box for gathering
school supplies to help Christian Clearing
House fill the school bus at McDonalds on
Tiffin Ave.
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