8th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 AM July 19, 2026

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests
that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from
bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of
God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Fairest Lord Jesus  peTHEL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

HYMN #842  Oh, Worship the King  nanover

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all! And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray together. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you
care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us
who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44: 6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

®Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first, and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
®Do not fear or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 86: 11-17
"Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk ! in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
21 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
"“For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
'“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
>But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
'®Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your
handmaid.
'7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may
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see it and be put to shame;
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

SPECIAL MUSIC: He is Exalted / Great is the Lord RANEY
Crystal Clark, Flute, and Jay Clark, Piano

SECOND READING: Romans 8: 12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation
from bondage to death and decay.

'2So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—"* for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. "“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. "°For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” '°it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, " and if children, then heirs: heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him.

'®| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. '’ For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God, “°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own
will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *' that the creation itself will be
set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it
suffers together the pains of labor, **and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. *“For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope,
for who hopes for what one already sees? *°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

“[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,” but while everybody was asleep
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. “°So when the
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. *” And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ “*He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ *’ But he replied, ‘No, for
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. *° Let both of them
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.

**Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” * He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; **the field is the world, and the good seed are
the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *’and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. “ Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end
of the age. “' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, “*and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. * Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON  Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF
HYMN  #399 O Holy Spirit, Root of Life ruernoBIs

APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

..God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING I Need Thee Every Hour sock



OFFERTORY #689 Praise and Thanksgiving (stanza 3 only)  BUNESSAN
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right................. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOL Y]
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN #694 Sing to the Lord of Harvest  wie LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Come Thou Almighty King PETHEL

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Portions of the liturgy from “Now the Feast and Celebration,” by Marty Haugen. © 1990,
GIA Publications, Inc., used by permission, OneLicense #A-735611.

10



175
utheran

Summer Sunday Worship 9:30
I Need Thee Every Hour

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God by Kris Jensn & Rich
Or, and Cindy & Tom Fitzpatrick in honor
of Kristi Napier and in loving memory of JK
Jensen and Sandee Arnold.

THANK YOU to the Clark family for their
leadership and participation in worship
today. Elyse Clark is accompanying
worship and Crystal and Jay will be
performing special music.

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up
on a table outside the Narthex! The Social
Ministry Committee encourages everyone
to write a note to an At-Home member, to
a member having a birthday, or just to
someone you haven't seen in a while!
Addresses for At-Home members and a
list of monthly birthdays is available on the
table. If you put the card in the basket
available, the mailing will be handled by
the office!

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox.

DINNERS FOR 8

Take a look at the bulletin board to sign
up for Dinners for 8 starting in September.
This will be a way for our congregation to
grow in community and get to know each
other better!

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL
DISASTERS across the United States have
left many without power and/or without
homes. With your support our church
stands ready to walk with our neighbors as
they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran
Disaster Response ensure that survivors
don't have to face the road to recovery
alone. Through these disasters and others
across the United States and around the
world, Lutheran Disaster Response
accompanies communities for as long as
the recovery process takes. Together we
follow Christ’s call to share hope and
healing with our neighbors in need. There
are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes
in the narthex or you may mark your gift
Lutheran Disaster Response.

CHURCH IN THE PARK

Church in the park will take place at the
Riverside Band Shell on August 9th at
10:30am and be sponsored by First
Lutheran, St. John's, Trinity Lutheran, and
Trinity Arcadia.

POOL PARTY!

On August 16th, from 4-6 PM, there will
be a pool party at the McComb Pool,
followed by fellowship and snacks
immediately following the swimming 6-7
PM. This event is open to all members,
friends and family, not just youth! Bring a
snack to share.

HELP IS NEEDED on Tuesday afternoons
between 4:15 & 5:15 to pick up the
donation from Riehm Farms. During the
summer, the drop off is weekly instead of
biweekly, and volunteers are needed!
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin
board. Remember, the box can be used by
the volunteer or donated. Thank you!! Any
questions, contact Carolyn Bryant, 567-
232-0160.

THE APOSTLE BUILD will be September 23rd
for house #71. Social Ministry will partner
with St. John's Lutheran church to help
finish trim at that house at 1664 Bishop
Lane, Findlay. We will need 4 volunteers
for each shift and helpers for Hospitality
that day. Watch for more details as time
gets closer.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway,
across from the church office. There is a
full year of Sundays that need flowers to
brighten not only the altar, but also either
your home or the home of a shut-in.
Please consider this ministry as a way to
share God's love for His people.

STUFF THE BUS will be July 23rd—24th.
Watch for the Big Blue Box for gathering
school supplies to help Christian Clearing
House fill the school bus at McDonalds on
Tiffin Ave.
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