Seventh Sunday of Easter May 17, 2026

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the
Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their
mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his
Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for
the whole human family.

PRELUDE Diademata caLaHAN

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. You guide us to
springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. You guide us to springs of the
water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and
forever. Amen.

HYMN #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns  DIADEMATA

(stanzas 1, 3, 5)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you.



KYRIE ELEISON [LORD HAVE MERCY]
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
0 | ;
¥ b 1 T . T il
b 1 | | | | I | 1
(GIEaT l* o J | i
J - o
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.




WORTHY IS CHRIST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 1: 6-14

Today'’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These
verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises
that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not for you to know the times
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ?But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” “When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. "' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

'“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '*When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. "“All these were constantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 21: 1-7
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"The king rejoices in your ! strength, O Lord;
how greatly he exults | in your victory!
2You have given him his | heart's desire;
you have not denied him the request ! of his lips.
*For you meet him with blessings | of prosperity,
and set a crown of fine gold up- ! on his head.
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“He asked you for life, and you gave ! it to him:
length of days, forev- | er and ever.
°His honor is great, because | of your victory;
splendor and majesty you be- | stow upon him.
®For you will give him ever- | lasting blessings
and will make him glad with the joy ! of your presence.
’For the king puts his trust | in the Lord;
because of the lovingkindness of the Most High, he | will not fall.

SENIOR CHOIR (10:45): Come, Follow Me  aLTHousE
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the
designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen
and guide us.

'?Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. '’ But rejoice insofar as you are
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory
is revealed. " If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

®Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt
you in due time. ' Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. ° Discipline
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking
for someone to devour. ’Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. '’ And
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. "' To
him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: John 17: 1-11

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his
work in this world will live in unity.

' After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, *since you
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him. *And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent. “| glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. ’So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in
your presence before the world existed.

®“| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ’Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you, ®for the words that you gave to me | have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you, and
they have believed that you sent me. °| am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. ' All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in them. "' And
now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as
we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF
HYMN  #482 | Come with Joy  DOVE OF PEACE

APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



THE PRAYERS
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

...Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

CHILDREN’s SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING  (8:15) Miriam Gibson Saraband Hep
(10:45) Elyse Clark Reverie DEBUSSY

OFFERTORY TFF 98 Open Our Eyes  0PENOUREYES
Open our eyes, Lord,
We want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch him,
And say that we love him.
Open our ears Lord
And help us to listen.
Open our eyes, Lord,
We want to see Jesus.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of

Jesus, Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right................. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOLY]
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.

BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN #604 O Christ, Our Hope  LoBTGOTT, IHR CHRISTEN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Hyfrydol SEDIO

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. "Open Our Eyes," © 1976 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company, used by

permission, CCLI license # 2992158.
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Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45
Sunday School 9:30

I Come with Joy

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God by Sandra Burnside, in
loving memory of her husband Jon.

OFFICE HOURS As of April 13th, the office
hours have CHANGED to Monday—
Thursday, 8:30am to 3:30pm. Thank you so
much for your help as we make this
transition! Please feel free to continue to
order from Sink’s Flowers for your altar
flowers—we have coordinated deliveries
with them. Thank you!

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY has been set up
on a table outside the Narthex! The Social
Ministry Committee encourages everyone
to write a note to an At-Home member, to
a member having a birthday, or just to
someone you haven't seen in a while!
Addresses for At-Home members and a
list of monthly birthdays is available on the
table. If you put the card in the basket
available, the mailing will be handled by
the office!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Looking for one or
two people to learn to video the service
and upload onto YouTube. Again, another
service to the church that we need to
follow up on. We need to retain our
presence on YouTube. If you are
interested to learn how this is done, please
contact Cindy Fitzpatrick 419-348-0410

or fitzpatrick@findlay.edu

SPECIAL MUSIC Summer is coming soon,
and maybe it will be warm! Worship and
Music is Looking for special music for the
summer services at 9:30 am. If you are
willing and would like to provide some
music, please contact Jon Hartman, choir
director, at jon.hartman98@gmail.com. He
will be scheduling the musical interludes.

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL
DISASTERS across the United States have
left many without power and/or without
homes. With your support our church
stands ready to walk with our neighbors as
they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran
Disaster Response ensure that survivors
don't have to face the road to recovery
alone. Through these disasters and others
across the United States and around the
world, Lutheran Disaster Response
accompanies communities for as long as
the recovery process takes. Together we
follow Christ’s call to share hope and
healing with our neighbors in need. There
are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes
in the narthex or you may mark your gift
Lutheran Disaster Response.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Don't forget about
Vacation Bible School! This will be a
combined effort between the Findlay area
Lutheran Churches. If you would be
interested in volunteering, you can contact
Nicole at youth@trinityfindlay.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Christmas in July -
A Journey to Bethlehem!
July 13-17, 2026 at Trinity Lutheran Church,

Findlay

Youth in Preschool-5th grade (at least 3
years old) will experience the story of
Jesus’ birth through engaging stories,
crafts, and games in a fun and meaningful
way. VBS will take place from 9:00 AM-
12:00 PM. This year, we're combining our
programs, TLC Preschool will join our
church youth, along with friends from St.
John's Lutheran, First Lutheran, and First
Presbyterian making it a wonderful
opportunity to build friendships. Invite a
friend to join! Contact Nicole

at youth@trinityfindlay.org for more
information.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the
hallway, across from the church office.
There is a full year of Sundays that need
flowers to brighten not only the altar, but
also either your home or the home of a
shut-in. Please consider this ministry as a
way to share God'’s love for His people.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 2026-27 planning
meeting will be Thursday, May 21 at 1

PM. Come help plan our activities and
bring new ideas. Note the change of date
and time from our WELCA booklet.

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox.
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