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Second Sunday of Easter                                                                April 12,2026     
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, 
we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the 
coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as 
the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 

PRELUDE    All Creatures of Our God and King    DICKENS 
          

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring 
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. Jesus Christ, you are 
the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for 
your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 
sorrow. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy Spirit, you anoint 
our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us 
with the breath of peace. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy One, we thank 
you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join 
with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN    #367    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds      LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all! And also with you. 
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KYRIE ELEISON [LORD HAVE MERCY] 
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WORTHY IS CHRIST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe 
and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you 
and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He 
tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by 
God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though 
crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 
law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants 
on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 16 (we sing responsively, verse by verse) 
 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
3 But those who run after | other gods 
  shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
  never take their names up- | on my lips.   
5 O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup; 
  it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
7 I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night | after night. 
8 I have set the Lord al- | ways before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.   
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
  my body also shall | rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
11 You will show me the | path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures  
 for- | evermore.  
 
Special Music (10:45): Andrew Fitzpatrick  
    

SECOND READING:   1 Peter 1: 3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith in 
Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid 
difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—
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being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have 
not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 20: 19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
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  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

        The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF 
    

HYMN     #635     We Walk by Faith     SHANTI 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED            
With voices united, let us confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
           …Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’s SERMON (10:45) 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing      MANZ 
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OFFERTORY    TFF 98   Open Our Eyes     OPEN OUR EYES 

Open our eyes, Lord, 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch him, 
And say that we love him. 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord, 
We want to see Jesus. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS [HOLY, HOLY, HOLY]      
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
LORD'S PRAYER      
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
 
 



10 

 

AGNUS DEI [LAMB OF GOD]   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN    #854    Blessing and Honor    AMERICAN HYMN 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE    Gelobt Sei Gott      RAWSTHORNE 
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Welcome to First Lutheran Church. 

During our services of Holy Communion, 

we follow Jesus' teachings that all people 

are welcome to his table. This meal of faith, 

hope, and love is meant for all people for 

the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come 

forward and receive the bread, or wheat-

free and gluten-free wafer, along with a 

small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish 

to receive a blessing instead of 

communion, simply cross your arms over 

your chest as a sign of your preference 
 

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the 

“Footprints” and list if you are communing 

or have a prayer request.  You may write 

your prayer request(s) on the back. Please 

check YES for the name to be included in 

the bulletin or NO if you want the name to 

be known only to the prayer teams. We 

strive for confidentiality, so be sure you 

have the person’s permission, or use only 

the first name. There are activity bags for 

our young worshippers. Please ask an usher 

for assistance.  

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given 

to the glory of God by Marilynn Dunn, in 

honor of the WELCA Circles. 

  

OFFICE HOURS As of April 13th, the office 

hours will be changing to Monday—

Thursday, 8:30am to 3:30pm. Thank you so 

much for your help as we make this 

transition! 

  

THANK YOU!   We would like to extend our 

thanks to everyone who contributed to the 

many beautiful Holy Week services we 

were able to provide at First Lutheran. So 

much planning, organizing, and dedication 

went into these services, and we are so 

grateful to be able to provide these 

services for our community. Thank you! 

  

A CARD WRITING MINISTRY  has been set up 

on a table outside the Narthex! The Social 

Ministry Committee encourages everyone 

to write a note to an At-Home member, to 

a member having a birthday, or just to 

someone you haven’t seen in a while! 

Addresses for At-Home members and a 

list of monthly birthdays is available on the 

table. If you put the card in the basket 

available, the mailing will be handled by 

the office! 

  

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building 

Manager is available. Duties include 

opening and closing the church building, 

and the keep up and maintenance of the 

building. If interested, please contact 

Pastor Tucker or Casey Cox. 

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL 

DISASTERS across the United States have 

left many without power and/or without 

homes. With your support our church 

stands ready to walk with our neighbors as 

they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran 

Disaster Response ensure that survivors 

don't have to face the road to recovery 

alone.  Through these disasters and others 

across the United States and around the 

world, Lutheran Disaster Response 

accompanies communities for as long as 

the recovery process takes. Together we 

follow Christ’s call to share hope and 

healing with our neighbors in need. There 

are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes 

in the narthex or you may mark your gift 

Lutheran Disaster Response.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE 2025 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway, 

across from the church office. There is a 

full year of Sundays that need flowers to 

brighten not only the altar, but also either 

your home or the home of a shut-in. 

Please consider this ministry as a way to 

share God’s love for His people.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    firs 

Lutheran 

Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45 
Sunday School 9:30 

He Is Risen! 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Through March  

Total Receipts $103,156 

Total Expenses $87,302 
  

Income over Expense: $15,854 
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