Fourth Sunday after Epiphany February 1, 2026
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For
Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful,
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our
blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.

PRELUDE Let Streams of Living Justice  cuLL

CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word
who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served
our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,

that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring
of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ and forgives

your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others and
bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

HYMN  #720 We Are Called WE ARE CALLED
GREETING

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.



GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together. Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the
world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Micah 6: 1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to
earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly
in God'’s service.

"Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend
with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer
me! “For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. °0 my people, remember now
what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

¢ “with what shall | come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall |
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? ’ Will the Lord be pleased
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal,
what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love
kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15 (we read responsively, verse by verse)

"Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart;
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the Lord.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Brass Ensemble How Brightly Shines the Morning Star vaARcHAND



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive.
Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness,
rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.

® The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. " For it is written,

“l will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
D Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
gentiles, 2*but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. % For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. % But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to
abolish things that are, 2’ so that no one might boast in the presence of God. **In
contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 'in order that, as it is written, “Let
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5: 1-12

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.
"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10«“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

" “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. '?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Tucker O’Leary, n/OLF

HYMN OF DAY #714 O God of Mercy, God of Light (vss.1-4 only) JusTAsiAM

APOSTLES’ CREED
With voices united, let us profess our faith with these words.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



THE PRAYERS
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

...Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend
all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
PASSING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING Louré sacH

OFFERTORY #691 Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring BARBARAALLEN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of
your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right................. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

LAMB OF GOD
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise = bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN #669 Rise Up, O Saints of God!  FESTALSONG

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Postlude in a Classical Style  vyounc

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #31076. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible,
copyright 2021. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

"Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring," text by Beth Bergeron Folkemer, copyright 1990 by Augsburg Fortress; tune

"Barbara Allen," English folk tune, arr. by Alice Parker, copyright 1995 by Augsburg Fortress. Both used by permission,
OneLicense A-735611
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Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45
Sunday School 9:30

Rise Up, O Saints of God!

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.
During our services of Holy Communion,
we follow Jesus' teachings that all people
are welcome to his table. This meal of faith,
hope, and love is meant for all people for
the forgiveness of sins. Feel free to come
forward and receive the bread, or wheat-
free and gluten-free wafer, along with a
small cup of wine or grape juice. If you wish
to receivea Dblessing instead of
communion, simply cross your arms over
your chest as a sign of your preference

WE ASK EVERYONE to complete the
“Footprints” and list if you are communing
or have a prayer request. You may write
your prayer request(s) on the back. Please
check YES for the name to be included in
the bulletin or NO if you want the name to
be known only to the prayer teams. We
strive for confidentiality, so be sure you
have the person’s permission, or use only
the first name. There are activity bags for
our young worshippers. Please ask an usher
for assistance.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given
to the glory of God in thanks for all of the
work of the committees.

THE 2026 FLOWER CHART is up in the hallway,
across from the church office. There is a full
year of Sundays that need flowers to
brighten not only the altar, but also either
your home or the home of a shut-in. Please
consider this ministry as a way to share
God's love for His people.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTIFICATION
Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall
There will be one service on February 8th at 9:30

A Congregational Meeting will be held
February 8th after the 9:30 service. The
meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall
and lunch will be served after the meeting.
The purpose of the meeting is to approve
the 2026 Budget, elect 2 nominating
committee members, and appoint
delegates to the 2026 Northwestern Ohio
Synod Assembly being held May 30, 2026
at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Bowling
Green, OH.

L.L.L 2026: This year's Local Lutheran Lent
will be brought to you by Trinity Findlay,
St. John's Findlay, Trinity Arcadia, First
Lutheran, and the Northwest Ohio Synod.
More information to come!

OPEN POSITION: The position of Building
Manager is available. Duties include
opening and closing the church building,
and the keep up and maintenance of the
building. If interested, please contact
Pastor Tucker or Marilynn Dunn.

COMING SOON: THE SNOWFLAKE SOCIAL! O
On Wednesday February 4, we will again be
holding the annual Snowflake Social for all
the women, girls, aunts, cousins, and
friends of First Lutheran.

This event will be from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
featuring a light supper and a fun craft led
by Beth Maurer and friends. Thrivent
Financial and WELCA will be sponsoring
this annual gathering, but plan to bring a
taxable item for the Caring Cupboard at
CCH. Look for a signup sheet on the
bulletin board. See you there!

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS were
emailed this past week to those with an
email address in Shepherd's Staff. The
email is from
"flcfinancialsecretary109@gmail.com”, and
the statement is an attachment in the
email. For the few that do not have an
email address in Shepherd's Staff, your
Contribution Statements will be printed
and available in the box in the narthex for
you to pick up February 1 and February 8.
After that they will be mailed to you.
Thank you.
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Through November

Total Receipts $327,023
Total Expenses $313,321

Income over Expense $13,702

SEVERE STORMS, HURRICANES, AND NATURAL
DISASTERS across the United States have
left many without power and/or without
homes. With your support our church
stands ready to walk with our neighbors as
they rebuild. Your gifts to Lutheran
Disaster Response ensure that survivors
don't have to face the road to recovery
alone. Through these disasters and others
across the United States and around the
world, Lutheran Disaster Response
accompanies communities for as long as
the recovery process takes. Together we
follow Christ’s call to share hope and
healing with our neighbors in need. There
are Lutheran Disaster Response envelopes
in the narthex or you may mark your gift
Lutheran Disaster Response.

HELP IS NEEDED during February and March
to help with Riehm Farm vegetable
delivery. Every 2 wks. Riehm Farm uses the
parking lot for their customers and they
bring donation boxes for First Lutheran to
use. A volunteer arrives at the parking lot
anytime between 4-5:15pm and identify as
a volunteer to pick up the donation. These
vegetables can then be used by the
volunteer, family, friends or taken to City
Mission using the Front St. entrance,
CHOPIN Hall Wed. from12-1pm. Or any
other agency that uses fresh food. Please
call Carolyn Bryant, 419-422-0015 if
questions. Thank you so much.
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